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on the web at: wyotrails.state.wy.us

barrett building, 4th Floor, 
2301 Central Avenue, 
Cheyenne, Wy 82002

Permits and general information:  
(307) 777-7477, Fax: (307) 777-6472

www.snowmobilewyoming.orgDi
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y Officers
President: Taylor Jones - (307) 

350-4607, 927 Whitewater Dr., Rock 
Springs, WY 82901 taylorelmwire@
yahoo.com

Vice President: Amy Jenkins - (307) 
413-6811, P.O. Box 1481, Jackson, WY 
83001, wssaamy@gmail.com

 Secretary/Treasurer: Holly Sinclair 
- (307) 880-2625, P.O. Box 11051, 
Jackson, WY 83002, wssaholly@gmail.
com

AppOintees
Awards/Fundraising Chairperson: Holly Sinclair -  (307) 880-

2625, wssaholly@gmail.com
Charity Chairperson: Brenda Miller - bnbnkids@gmail.com
Historian: Michelle Buzalsky - mcatrider@gmail.com
Legislative Chairman: Bert Miller- (307) 899-3419
Safety Chairman: Lou Grunewald, Sr. - (307) 234-9000, rec-

vee@hotmail.com
Scholarship Chairperson: Shannon Glandt - (307) 413-3950, 

shannonglandt@gmail.com

Wyoming State Trails Program
125 Sunflower St., P.O. Box 1429, Lander, WY 82520

Program Manager: Ron McKinney - Office: (307) 335-8229 ext 223,Cell: (307) 349-2886

Regional Supervisor: Josh Milek-  Office: (307) 335-8229 ext 225, Cell: (307) 349-4778

Regional Supervisor: Forrest Kamminga - Office: (307) 335-8229 ext 225, Cell: (307) 212-2821

307 Riders -  P.O. Box 5150, Gillette, WY 82717 
Bearlodge Snowmobile Club: Jeff Hodge - P.O. 

Box 1085, Sundance, WY 82729
Big Horn Mountain Snomads: Todd Kautzman 

- P.O. Box 397, Sheridan, WY 82801, reurydr@
yahoo.com

Big Horn Sno-Goers: Shawn Franzen - 1509 
Cloudpeak Dr. Worland WY 82401, mfranzen@
bresnan.net

Casper Snow Gypsies: Russ Galgarn - P.O. Box 
3301, Casper, WY 82602, snowgypsies@gmail.com

Cody Country Snowmobile Association: 
Dustin Rosencrance - P.O. Box 1745, Cody, WY 
82414, codysnowmobileclub@hotmail.com

Dubois Sno-Katters: Jay Slagowski -  P.O. Box 
1064, Dubois, WY 82513, jslagowski66@gmail.com

Jackson Hole Snow Devils: Jeff Toolson - P.O. 
Box 4276, Jackson, WY 83001, www.snowdevils.org, 
mail@snowdevils.org

Lander Snowdrifters: Charles Tanner - P.O. Box 
281, Lander, WY 82520, landersnowdrifters@gmail.
com

Powder River Sno-Buffs: Layne Qualm - P.O. 
Box 754, Buffalo, WY 82834, powderriversnobuffs@
yahoo.com 

Riverton Sno-Goers: Kristi Eckley - P.O. Box 
2115, Riverton, WY 82501, kdeckley@gmail.com, 
sleddinthewinds.com

Snow Explorers/Altitude Off-Road: Clint Ander-
son - P.O. Box 2509, Pinedale, WY 82941, clin-
ton3406@aol.com 

Snowy Range Snowmobile Club: Sunny Mad-
den - P.O. Box 1930, Laramie, WY 82070,  
membership@srscwy.com

Sour Doughs - 2087 Baldwin Creek Rd, Lander, 
WY 82520, danaf@wyoming.com

Sweetwater Snowpokes: Brian Parks - P.O. Box 
1731, Rock Springs, WY 82902, snowpokes@
yahoo.com

Top of the Rockies: Justin Fritz - P.O. Box 
3386, Alpine, WY 83128, ridealpine.com

WyOming snOWmObile clubs

District 
representAtives

District #1 - Platte, Goshen, 
Laramie, Albany Counties: 
Justin Madden - (307) 760-3167, 
P.O. Box 2204, Laramie, WY 
82073, maddenjustin17@gmail.
com

District #2 - Carbon County: 
VACANT

District #3 - Teton, Uinta, Lin-
coln Counties: Justin Fritz - P.O. 
Box 3767, Alpine, WY 83128, 
justinfritzwl@yahoo.com  

District #4 - Sheridan County: Rick 
Young - (307) 752-8444, P.O. Box 159, 
Dayton, WY 82836, 
mtnswin@hotmail.com

District #5 - Park, Big Horn Coun-
ties: Brenda Miller - bnbkids@hotmail.
com

District #6 - Weston, Campbell Coun-
ties: Tony Niswender - (307) 660-8720, 
2501 Little Powder River Rd., Gillette, 
WY 82716, niswender@collinscom.net

District #7 - Fremont County: Rocky 
Treese - (307) 856-7356, 14 Sunnyside 
Ave., Riverton, WY 82501, ltreese63@
gmail.com 

District #8 - Natrona, Converse 
Counties: Lou Grunewald, Sr. 
- (307) 234-9000, 1743 E. Yellow-
stone, Casper, WY 82601, rec-vee@
hotmail.com

District #9 - Sweetwater, Uinta  
Counties: George Pryich - (307) 
382-2879, 108 2nd St., Rock 
Springs, WY 82901, asp911@ymail.
com

District #10 - Johnson, Washak-
ie Counties: Tony Niswender - 
(307) 660-8720, 2501 Little Powder 
River Rd., Gillette, WY 82716, 
niswender@collinscom.net

District #11 - Crook County: 
Jeff Moberg - (307) 283-3411, 
PO Box 400, Sundance, WY 
82729, wrangler@sundancetimes.
com

District #12 - Dubois and 
parts of Fremont Counties: 
John Lee - (307) 455-3200, P.O. 
Box 990, Dubois, WY 82513, 
jolee@wyoming.com

District #13 - Sublette Coun-
ty: Bill Lanning - (307) 367-
4795, P.O. Box 435, Pinedale, 
WY 82941, brlanning@century-
tel.net

the WyOming snOWmObile WrAngler is the 
OfficiAl neWspAper Of the WyOming stAte 

snOWmObile AssOciAtiOn AnD is prOviDeD tO 
the AssOciAtiOn’s members thrOugh their 

pAiD memberships. it is publisheD seven times 
AnnuAlly: september thrOugh mArch.

Postmaster: Send any address changes to:
Holly Sinclair, P.O.Box 11051, Jackson, WY 83002

COPYRIGHT © 2018 by Sundance Times, Inc.
All rights reserved.

Jeff Moberg Publisher/
Editor/Advertising

P.O. Box 400, Sundance, WY 82729
Phone (307) 283-3411 • Fax (307) 283-3332
emAil: WrAngler@sunDAncetimes.cOm
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Deadline for the next Wyoming 
Snowmobile Wrangler

will be october 26!

Happy October all!
I know all of the kids are looking forward to the end of the month and some 

trick or treating, we all are also looking forward to the end of the month for a 
different kind of treat.

As I mentioned in last month’s Wrangler, one of the items we discussed at our 
meeting in Lander was our strategic plan. I would like to thank everyone for 
attending and all of the great participation. The planning section in the meet-
ing involved about three hours of brainstorming and discussion and everyone 
involved added great input. The four areas we worked on were our strengths, our 
weaknesses, our opportunities and our threats. We broke out into foru groups 
and each group put together ideas for each topic, the consistent ideas for each 
topic are listed below.

Strengths: organized voice, work well together and with partnerships, enthusi-
asm and passion, reputation and Access Wyoming.

Weaknesses: lack of participation/involvement, youth, lack of communication, 
disconnect between clubs, lack of time.

Opportunities: growth, expand partnerships such as with AMPL, more fund-
ing, youth involvement, education and future generation.

Threats: communication, lack of volunteer/youth, extremists and political 
views, decline in numbers, education, access.

Keep in mind these are the ideas that every group came up with so they were 
the ideas most written down, if you or we have/had additional ideas, it doesn't 
mean they are not valid in the least, but we need a starting point. You will notice 
some ideas ended up in more than one category, that's to be expected as we 

could be good at something but still need to improve. You 
will also notice some of the ideas are not new, what that 
really means is the District reps and officers in the past have 
done a great job of working on our core needs and what 
was done in the past is still relevant today. Obviously some 
items are new or have moved up maybe a little higher on 
what might be our priority list, our youth is definitely one 
of those items. Please take some time in your club meet-
ings to discuss what you would like to see accomplished 
with these ideas and get back with me. I want to move this 
forward so I am asking for responses as soon as possible, I 
don't want to wait until Fun Days to start moving on this.

Our youth seemed to come up frequently and obviously 
they are the future of our sport and our access. With that 
in mind, we discussed having youth representation as part of the WSSA meet-
ings and decision making, personally I think this is a very important thing to 
do for the future. I would like to hear from the clubs with any youth willing to 
get involved and participate. The Junior Snowpokes’ president for one is willing 
to step forward and he is a great young man but he will need help. We all know 
one adult can't make everything happen, the same holds true for those younger 
members, so please encourage your members to get involved and make this a big 
part of the WSSA.

As always, feel free to contact me with any thoughts or questions.
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! 
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Hi out there to all our snowmobile community!!
I hope everyone had a great summer and are gear-

ing up for an awesome winter! From attending the 
fall meeting it sounds like everyone did a ton of 
things over the summer! We accomplished quite a 

bit at the meeting including what we are going to focus on as an 
organization to keep the WSSA going strong.

The fight for Palisades/Shoal Creek is coming to a pivotal meet-
ing. I will be attending the final public hearing with our County 
Commissioners before the final vote regarding the WSA’s. If the 
vote goes against our favor it will be the largest loss of recreation 
access to our public lands in 34 years.

Please also everyone do some refreshers on avalanche safety. 
Also, check your gear and equipment as the white stuff starts to 
fly. Safety is of the upmost importance. Know before you go. And 
lastly, HAVE A BLAST OUT THERE!
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Hello Fellow Snow Lovers, 
Thank you to everyone who could attend the fall 

meeting in Lander. We had a great new strategic 
planning session. 

Raffle tickets were handed out to your District 
Reps. The Raffle will be the same as last year and 
have 23 winners. With the 1st place prize being the 
$1,000.00 Visa gift card. Remember this is a free 
money maker for your club you get half of what 
you sell back! Contact your District Rep for some 
tickets.

I have sent out an email with attachments for 
updating your club officers and your memberships. 
If you did not get them please shoot me an email at 
wssaholly@gmail.com. I will be happy to send them 
along. If you would like I can send you a copy of your list from last year 
to help you update your members list. 

A big thank you goes out to all you scholarship winners for getting 
Shannon your school information. All checks have been mailed and we 
hope you have a great school year. 

Let’s all start doing the snow dance now so that we can have an epic 
year!

Happy Riding!
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The Snowpokes 
partnered with the 
Forest Service as a 
result of the Na-

tional Trails Stewardship Act of 2016. 
Thank you to the Pinedale Ranger 
District office for their consideration 
and execution of this agreement. 

After the WSSA meeting in Lander, 
conversations began with the Junior 
Snowpokes to answer the question 
raised about adding a youth/young 
adult member to the WSSA. One of 
the Junior Snowpokes interested in 

this prospect.
The Blind Bull Road repair started 

in September. Because there was no 
access last summer, no maintenance 
was performed at Blind Bull safety 
shelter this summer. Plan accordingly. 
We are waiting to hear if the road will 
be available for winter trail use.

The weather has turned colder and 
wet; good news for the Roosevelt 
fire in the Wyoming Range. Please 
be aware of potential dangers – as 
always.

Let it snow!
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Well, well, well 
fall is in the air 
with a couple of 
light snow falls 

already it ‘s that time again to get 
the sleds out and start blowing the 
dust off of them... at least for those 
of us who aren ‘t cool enough to 
get a new one every year! lol! Now 
being from North Dakota I haven 
‘t spent any time this summer with 
the snow mad group but I still 
get delegated to do the article. It 
appears the cleanup on Red Grade 
Road went well back in June in a 
couple of Wheeler rides over the 
summer look like a blast as well. 
Hopefully will everyone ‘s health 
as well and it won ‘t be long until 
we ‘re back in her down on the 
hilltop. The snowmen had their 
first meeting last Thursday night 
in Sheridan to go over the winter 
schedule and should be out soon 
on the website! The one thing I 
know for sure is we will be doing 
our wood cutting on October 
27 for the woodchuck warming 
Hut and we ‘ll all be participat-
ing in the Halloween celebration 
that evening at Bear Lodge and 
everyone is welcome to come dress 
up! It is always a blast so don ‘t 
miss it! We will also be doing are 
raffle and 50/50 drawing for the 
Bad Boys event which will be held 
on November 24 at Bear Lodge 
and we will be posting that on the 
website as well how to purchase 
tickets. The tickets for the event 
may be purchased from Bear 
Lodge or they will tell you the 
nearest outlet to purchase them. 
This is a huge fundraiser for a 
search and rescue on the Bighorn 
mountains so please support it... 
Well I don ‘t have too much else 
to report at this time so until next 
month... Happy tuning!
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Summer is coming to an end and colors of fall are upon us. 
Some might be sad to see the warm weather and cool nights 
come to an end. Others are enjoying the beauty of fall. But 
for all of us Gypsies, we are ready for the wonderful white 

stuff to start hitting the ground!!! In the interim we have enjoyed a few 
fall specials.

To start off with, our club President Mr. Russ Dalgarn made that leap 
into the next bicentennial of his life. Yes, the ole man turned 50. If you 
get the chance please congratulate him a belated birthday.

We had our annual Labor Day Picnic at Ayers Natural Bridge. As is the 
custom with the Gypsies, fun was had by all. Everyone that came and 
took the time to eat lots of food, do some climbing, cool off in the water 
and/or sit around and enjoy the view and good conversations. There is 
nothing better than spending time with friends in beautiful country. 

To end the month we are finally getting to see some movement on the 
rebuilding of the Ponderosa Shelter on Casper Mountain. To help with 
the move forward, volunteers spent the day at the site cleaning up the 
debris from the 2012 mountain fire that destroyed the wonderful shelter 
that so many enjoyed all year round. As Gary Crosby said “Rome wasn’t 
built in a day but we finally have a start.” The county provided equip-
ment and some man power to get as much of the site cleaned up as pos-
sible in one day. Bathrooms are ready to get new roof, doors and toilets 
which are on order. The cement pad is cleaned off and ready for a new 
shelter which hopefully the build will start next spring. We are excited to 
finally see the move forward for our much needed, and wanted, shelter.

DON’T FORGET... get a hold of any Casper Snow Gypsy for your 
chance to win half a pig. Tickets are $10 each and drawing will be held at 
our annual Christmas party in December.

September is kind a slow month for the club, but busy individually 
with kids getting off to school. Getting the last minute summer projects 
done before the cold sets in. Putting away the summer toys and getting 
the winter ones ready. The Casper Snow Gypsies hopes that with the 
changing of the season that everyone remembers to stay safe on the roads, 
or on the trails, during this transition from summer to fall to winter. 

Ponderosa cleanup.

Food.

The original Ponderosa shelter.



7 WRANGLERWyoming SnoWmobileoCTobeR 2018

Ponderosa cleanup.

more food.

Ayers natural bridge.

The cook, mr. Dalgarn.
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According to road reports the roads up on the 
Beartooth are closed for the season. The Cody 
Club is getting more ready for the snow season by 
the week.

We had a great turnout for our wood cutting considering it was the 
beginning of hunting season. I think we had about 20 people, four or 
five chain saws, a Skid Steer with a grapple bucket, two wood splitters we 
were able to get about five cords of wood cut, split, loaded into a dump 
trailer, and loaded into our Safety Shelter in 3½ hours. Amazing work 
and thanks to everyone who was able to help. We also want to send a 
special thanks to the Nielson family who again allowed us to cut wood on 
their property. Being able to help the Nielson family clear the dead trees 
from their property has been a huge help to the club year after year. The 
Safety Shelter has also been moved to its winter home on the Beartooth 
Mountains.

If Mother Nature cooperates with us in the month of October we will 
be able to get our 8 miles of highway cleaned as well as be able to make 
sure that we don’t have any trees blocking the part of trail A that goes 
through the trees.

Looking forward to another great season!
Here is good stack of wood to get started with.

girls use chainsaws too!

Four-year-old Kaden Bales and 15-month-old Parker Bales doing a fine job supervising.

Keep getting big logs like this and we will be done in no time!

once we are done with this pile we will be all done.
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To the winter home!

Trailer #1.

Trailer #2.

This should be the last load for the day this year.

leaving the summer home…

Hello again everyone from the Dubois Sno-
Katters!

Fall has finally arrived in the upper Wind River 
country, and after a long summer we are starting 

to see the first signs of winter on the high plateaus and mountain 
peaks. The Sno-Katters will hold our first work day on October 13, 
crushing aluminum cans for our scholarship funds. Then we will 
move right into prepping our two safety shelters towards the end of 
the month. 

Just a quick reminder that our monthly business meetings this 
year will be held the first Tuesday of the month, November thru 
March at the Dubois Senior Citizens Center. We start at 6 p.m. 
and try to keep them short. We look forward in seeing you all 
there, and for those that can’t make it, thanks for the support 
through your memberships!!

Our club information is posted monthly in The Wrangler. 
Please feel free to contact one of us for riding information, or if 
you would like us to show you around for a day or two. We enjoy 
showing off our beautiful riding area and all that it has to offer.

Don’t forget to start checking your gear that helps get you home 
safe, or that can get you out of a pinch when things don’t go so 
good. Get your avalanche training or refresher finished, and get 
those sleds ready…It won’t be long now!

Best wishes and Happy Halloween!
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The Jackson Hole Snow Devils 
first meeting consisted of some 
major news from AMPL, Ad-
vocates for Multi-Use of Public 

Lands. AMPL spent time explaining to members 
the importance or urging the Board of County 
Commissioners to vote NO on the most recent 
proposal of turning 173,000 acres into restricted 
wilderness area. Members are excited to have a voice 
in the October Commissioners special meeting. The 
proposal is the largest loss of public land access for 
snowmobiles and other mechanized/motorized rec-
reation in Teton County in 34 years. While AMPL 
was speaking to the adults, the Little Devils Youth 
Leadership spent time planning future meetings. 
The youth have some exciting ideas for upcoming 
club rides, volunteering, fundraising and winter 
educational activities. The first activity for the Snow 
Devils every year is doing the highway clean-up. 
The weather held out for long enough for a group 
of the Snow Devils, including two of the Little 
Devils, to get everything cleaned up for winter. The 
fall weather has everyone excited for snow and some 
great riding!

The Junior Snowpokes 
held an ATV ride and 
cookout on September 
15. Not very many people 

showed up but all in all it was a good ride 
for the few of us out there. We would 
like to see more people join us next time. 
We had a lot of fun! Thanks to Pete for 
letting us have the BBQ at his shop.

The Fun Run held in August was very 
popular; the turnout was great. Thank 
you to all who participated and volun-
teered. We plan to repeat the August Fun 
Run in the Upper Green.

When you ride in the Upper Green this 
winter and stop at the Strawberry safety 
shelter, you may not see the firewood 
stacked outside. Where is it? Look in that 
old building that was the toilet. Thanks 
to Korey and Ryan Heikes, the concrete 
building is now the firewood storage bin! 
Work continues towards a new safety 
shelter.

The winter activity calendar will be 
drafted for the next meeting, including 
maintenance at Blind Bull safety shelter, 
rides, and other activities.

The club is preparing for the Vintage 
Show on Saturday, December 1 at Bun-
ning Hall in Rock Springs starting at 
10 a.m. The Winter Lighted Parade also 
takes place on this date (starts at 5:30 
p.m.). The Vintage Show will remain 
open until 7 p.m. Hot chocolate will be 
available! Come downtown and enjoy 
the display of vintage snowmobiles and 
enjoy the parade.

On Sunday, December 2, the club 
will meet at Bunning Hall for a potluck 
holiday dinner. We’ll start at 2 p.m. 
with the delicious culinary creations of 
our members. Then we’ll delight in the 
always entertaining gift exchange. What 
will be the popular item this year?

CALL FOR VINTAGE SLEDS: If 
you have old machines, please join us. 
Call Pete Leibee, George Pryich, or 
Brian Parks to make arrangements. We 
will have Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning to set up sleds in Bunning Hall. 
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our efforts! big hOrn snO-gOers

big HoRn bASin TiRe
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ACTion SeRViCeS, llC
beRT milTon ReAlTy
blUe Pine ConSTRUCTion
bRAnDing iRon inn
bUll’S SeRViCe
CHimenTi ConTRACTing
CoWboy CAFÉ & CoUnTRy SToRe
CoyoTe blUe CoFFe Co
DUboiS glASS llC
DUboiS SUPeR FooDS
DUboiS ViSion CenTeR

nAPA - DUboiS HARDWARe
olSenS WeSTeRn SToRe
PiT SToP/ bAiley TiRe & AUTo
RoCKCReeK bUilDeRS llC
RoCKy moUnTAin loDge
RUSTiC Pine TAVeRn
STAgeCoACH moToR inn
VillAge CAFe / DAyligHT DonUTS
WinD RiVeR geAR
WinD RiVeR PRPeRTy gRoUP
el JARRo

LANDER SNOW DRiFTERS
AUTo meDiC llC
CiTy PlUmbing & HeATing 
JAy’S SmAll engine RePAiR
Jim SPRiggS ConSTRUCTion
SPeCiAlTy mARine & RV RePAiR inC.
THe gooD PlACe
VAlley lUmbeR & SUPPly inC

pOWDer river snO-buffs
ACe HARDWARe
big HoRn TiRe inC
bloeDARn lUmbeR
CoTAnT FAmily 

DenTiSTRy/307oRTHoDonTiCS
DASH inn
DAVe loDen ConSTRUCTion
FARm bUReAU FinAnCiAl SeRViCeS
meADoWlARK SKi loDge
miCHelenA AUTomoTiVe SUPPly
moRRiS UPHolSTeRy
moUnTAin AUTo SUPPly
QUAlm ConSTRUCTion
RAmSey enTeRPRiSeS
TRi-CoUnT y gAS
UlTimATe oUTDooRS

rivertOn snO-gOers
RAmSey enTeRPRiSeS
SPoRTS lURe
K&m 
SPeCiAlT y mARine & RV RePAiR inC.

snOW eXplOrers/AltituDe 
Off rOAD

CRiDDleS/307 CyCle llC
DeFiniTiVe oPTimiZATion
KenDAll VAlley loDge
Rebel CARQUeST

snOWy rAnge  
snOWmObile club

ClURe bRoTHeRS FURniTURe
gAPTeR SePTiC
PiZZA HUT
SUmmiT inVeSTmenTS

sWeetWAter snOWpOkes
ADVAnCeD meDiCAl imAging
bUCKy’S oUTDooRS
DJ’S glASS PlUS
nAPA AUTo PARTS UnlimiTeD
PRemieR PoWeR PlAnTS
KVASe FUneRAl CHAPelS
WeSTeRn SnoWmobile

WyOming chAmber Of 
cOmmerce

JACKSon Hole CHAmbeR oF CommeRCe
lARAmie AReA CHAmbeR oF CommeRCe
STAR VAlley CHAmbeR oF CommeRCe

Any additions or corrections to the Associate membership list should be directed to: Holly Sinclair, WSSA Secretary, 
P.o. box 11051, Jackson, Wy 83002, (307) 883-2625, e-mail: wssaholly@gmail.com



12 WRANGLERWyoming SnoWmobileoCTobeR 2018

Tim Haberberger of Alpine, WY was recently honored as the 2018 International 
Groomer of the Year by the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame. He is the first 
Wyoming snowmobile trail groomer to receive this prestigious award which was 
presented during Hall of Fame induction ceremonies on September 22, 2018 in 
Eagle River, WI.

Haberberger and his family operate the Box-Y Lodge located 30 miles up the 
Grey’s River Road from Alpine – a remote location accessible only by snowmobile 
or snowcat during winter. He has been the State of Wyoming’s snowmobile trail 
grooming contractor in the Grey’s River and Blind Bull areas of the Wyoming 
Range for the past 20 years and owns and operates three Tucker Sno-Cats based 
out of the Box-Y and Alpine. He personally grooms over 2,800 miles per year – 
which equates to 500 to 600 hours in a Sno-Cat doing snowmobile trail set-up, 
dozing, and grooming in conditions that range from wind-swept flats to steep 
mountainous grades in very challenging terrain.

Besides being the trail groomer, Haberberger has also been very active in the 
development and operation of the Wyoming Range snowmobile trail system. 
State Trails Program Manager, Ron McKinney, stated in a letter of support for this 
award that, “Most of the trail system in the north end of the Wyoming and Salt 
River Range would not be here today without Tim’s dedication to the sport. This 
system is now one of the most popular in Wyoming and we have Tim to thank for 
this. Not only does he provide some of the best maintained trails in the state, he 
also truly shows a passion and talent that is an example for other grooming opera-
tions around the country. And it is not a coincidence that growth of the Wyoming 
Range really took off – and the quality of groomed snowmobile trails vastly im-
proved – immediately after Tim took over grooming in 1998.” 

Haberberger has faced many challenges while grooming over the past 20 years – 
including being caught in an avalanche with the groomer, as well as having to deal 
with major landslides that disrupted snowmobile trail routes in the Blind Bull and 
Grey’s River areas the past two winters. Without exception, he has always risen to 
the challenge and done his best to keep snowmobile trail access open. Taylor Jones, 
president of the Wyoming State Snowmobile stated in a letter of support that “Tim 
was there to help when my club took on rebuilding the Blind Bull warming hut 
several years ago and always does his best to keep snowmobile access open; what-
ever it takes, he is always on top of it.” Haberberger’s commitment was echoed by 
a local snowmobile club’s support letter stating, “Tim has been like the mailman in 
that he is always out maintaining our trails regardless of the weather. He has been 
out many times all night so we would have great trails the next day. He has been 
caught in bad weather, even avalanches, yet he never quits – he delivers like the mailman.”

Trails Program Manager McKinney added, “It’s truly a pleasure to see Tim Haberberger recognized at this high level for the dedication he has shown for the past 20 
years providing high-quality, smooth trails for snowmobilers in western Wyoming while also putting his talents to work developing trails for access to world-class back-
country riding. Tim’s grooming contributions this year, and every year, show his tremendous dedication to something he truly loves. He continues to be a tremendous 
asset to Wyoming’s snowmobile trails program and we are proud to have him part of our team.” 

Tim Haberberger Honored as international Groomer of the Year

Snowmobiling 2018-2019 Special events Planned
There have been a few nips in the air and snow in the Rockies, so that can only mean that winter is on its way - hopefully bringing lots 

of snow, cold weather and great snowmobiling. On behalf of the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association members – Arctic 
Cat, BRP, Polaris and Yamaha Motor Corporation, we are excited to announce the continuation and expansion of the Safe Riders! You Make Snowmobil-
ing Safe safety campaign. The Safe Riders! materials include our updated snowmobiling fact book, brochures, posters, a new safety video series (Coming in 
October 2018), and decals for snowmobilers to use in supporting their safety campaign activities. 

We invite all snowmobilers to participate in the International Snowmobile Safety week – January 19-27, 2019. This is a great time for clubs and associa-
tions, safety trainers, etc. to take time to teach snowmobilers about safe riding. Many dealerships also support and help by putting on seminars, showing 
customers how to maintain their sleds to keep them running in top condition, and also promoting safety related activities. Visit the www.snowmobile.org 
website and download the Safety Week Campaign Action Manual which contains ideas on how to promote safety week and gives ideas for putting on safe 
events throughout the winter. Also, if you hold a Safe Riders! event during International Snowmobile Safety Week, let us know by placing it on our Face-
book Page at www.Facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling. We will send one Safe Riders! long sleeve shirt per event posted. Please provide us with your mailing 
address and shirt size.

The Go Snowmobiling/Take a Friend Snowmobiling Campaign continues to grow as more people visit the website www.gosnowmobiling.org for in-
formation on how to get started in snowmobiling. The website is a great information source for all snowmobilers with links to other snowmobile related 
websites, state and provincial associations, and more. We encourage you to check out the www.gosnowmobiling.org site. You may wish to join in the Go 
Snowmobiling effort and ask some friends to go snowmobiling. Many people have tried snowmobiling for the first time with the experience resulting in 
the purchase of a snowmobile. That new snowmobiler can then become a club member, an association member, and expand your friendship – all because 
you asked them to come along and try out your winter recreation of choice.

The 10th Annual Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week is scheduled for February 9-18, 2019. You can grow your organization by partnering with local 
businesses and Chambers of Commerce to encourage your non-snowmobiling friends to join us for a time of fun. For information and ideas on holding a 
Take a Friend Snowmobiling event, visit www.gosnowmobiling.org . The Campaign Guide contains many great ideas.

We are looking forward to a great year and thank you for your support. If you have any questions or need any additional information, please visit our 
two websites: www.snowmobile.org and www.gosnowmobiling.org

You can send us an email message and check out our latest releases. We also encourage you to “Like” our Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/GoSnow-
mobiling We are expanding our Social Network and our Facebook page is growing! We hope you join us for fun snowmobiling interaction.

We will be recognizing individuals and clubs who hold Go Snowmobiling/ Take a Friend Snowmobiling events by sending a Go Snowmobiling long 
sleeve shirt to those who post their event on our Facebook page and then send us their mailing address. We will send one shirt per event posted so include 
your shirt size.
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The Snowmobile Manufacturer members of the Outdoor Recreation 
Roundtable Welcomes Final Release of First-Ever Government 
Statistics on industry’s Contribution to U.S. Economy
Report Formally Recognizes outdoor Recreation Among nation’s largest Sectors

The Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR), on September 20, 2018, welcomed the final report on the first-ever government statistics recog-
nizing the outdoor recreation industry as a significant contributor to the U.S. economy. 

The report, federally funded by the Departments of the Interior, Agriculture and Commerce, was released by Commerce’s Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis (BEA). The new measurement is called the Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account (ORSA). It finds that the outdoor recreation 
industry had a U.S. GDP contribution of 2.2 percent and annual gross economic output of $734 billion. This economic contribution level is 

greater than other key economic sectors, including the mining, utilities and chemical products manufacturing industries. In addition, with 4.5 million jobs, the 
outdoor recreation sector generates similar employment as other major job creators in the United States, including hospitals, transportation and warehousing, 
and educational services. 

The release was the final, revised report, following prototype statistics released last February. The updated report reflects expert comments and feedback solic-
ited by BEA and submitted by a wide range of organizations in the outdoor recreation economy. 

The release of the data is a significant milestone for the outdoor recreation industry, which has long called for its sector to be formally included in government 
economic analysis. To mark the announcement, ORR organized a Capitol Hill briefing with key federal officials, including Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, 
Bureau of Economic Analysis Director Brian Moyer, Department of Interior Senior Advisor Rick May, and a video message from Sen. Steve Daines (R-MT). 

“The report provides official government recognition of the outdoor recreation industry as a powerful force in the American economy,” said Ed Klim, Board 
member of ORR and President of the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association. “As one of the nation’s largest economic sectors, it is critical that 
our national leaders do everything they can to keep the economic engine running at full speed. That includes common sense policies to expand public access, 
modernize infrastructure and remove barriers to efficient and effective public-private partnerships. We thank the teams at the Bureau of Economic Analysis and 
the Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account for their tireless work in making today’s report possible.” 

The BEA’s analysis also found outdoor recreation to have a strong wage growth rate of 4.3 percent, which surpasses the overall U.S. wage growth of 2.7 per-
cent. 

“The outdoor recreation industry contribution to our nation’s GDP has more than pulled its weight, and we’ve been a major engine behind the recent eco-
nomic growth rate. Due to its importance to the overall economy and especially rural communities, outdoor recreation deserves to be a priority at national and 
state levels. ORR looks forward to working collaboratively with leaders to implement growth-oriented policies that will ensure our industry remains a strong 
GDP contributor and jobs generator for years to come,” said Klim.

ORR strongly supports continuing and expanding ORSA. Senate legislation funding the Department of Commerce operations for fiscal year 2019, beginning 
October 1, 2018, specifically includes on-going funding for ORSA and its expansion to generate state-level projections. ORR has called upon the House to fol-
low the Senate’s lead on ORSA and thus implement the Congressional direction contained in the Outdoor Recreation Jobs and Economic Impact Act of 2016. 

State of the Sport – Update on Snowmobiles in north America
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Snowmobiling is a catalyst for winter economies 
in the snowbelt of North America that generates 
over $26 billion in annual spending by participants 
and providing jobs, taxes and recreation when many 
hibernate. Over 2 million recreationists enjoy snow-
mobiling in the US and another 700,000 in Canada 
each year. 

The players are many and diverse, but they are all 
integral in moving the sport forward. They include:

• Individual Riders
• Clubs
• State and Provincial Associations
• American Council of Snowmobile Associations 

(ACSA) and Canadian Council of Snowmobile 
Organizations (CCSO)

• International Snowmobile Manufacturers As-
sociation (ISMA)

 ISMA’s role is one of leadership from the four 
Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM’s) on 
issues that affect the sport, especially in the areas 
of laws and policy with governmental units on the 
manufacturer of products, and also with access and 
protection. Below are some of the ways the four 
OEM’s are involved on a daily basis through ISMA:

• The manufacturers collectively helped establish 
and are significant supporters and contributors to 
the American Council of Snowmobile Associations 
and the Canadian Council of Snowmobile Orga-
nizations. These are the true activation arms for 
organization, political, and funding issues in their 
respective countries. 

• ISMA’s members, along with ACSA and CCSO, 
support clubs and associations in efforts to expand 
and protect trails, riding areas and other organized 
club activities. Financial support through grant 
programs and industry expertise and knowledge is 

available to support staff and volunteers. 
• The ISMA Safe Riders program, sponsored by 

the manufacturers, began in 1995 and continues 
today. The program support materials are available 
free of charge to clubs, dealers, associations and 
safety trainers. The campaign includes, posters, 
brochures, safety videos and other materials.

• ISMA’s Avalanche safety education and outreach 
support began ten years ago. Three years ago, ISMA 
partnered with Ascender 360 to make education ac-
cess even easier through an online program. ISMA 
supports and communicates on a regular basis with 
the American Avalanche Association, Avalanche 
Canada and the US Forest Service Avalanche safety 
training teams.

• ISMA announced a new Safe Riders video 
series featuring 13 chapters covering key issues on 
snowmobile safety September 6, 2018. The series 
will be available soon to support safety education 
and market expansion. Clubs and associations will 
be encouraged to use the new videos to promote 
membership as well as safety.

• The manufacturers, in cooperation with ACSA 
and the CCSO, work closely with land managers 
regarding trail management, maintenance, moun-
tain riding designation, and proper postings.

• ISMA and ACSA have jointly intervened on 
behalf of states, clubs, riders and even the US Forest 
Service over 12 times on land access issues, protect-
ing riders when unnecessarily attacked. Especially 
in the Western U.S. The most recent example 
being: Our intervention in the Over Snow Vehicle 
Plan in the Lassen Forest in California within the 
past year.

• ISMA and ACSA have been involved since 1999 
in numerous lawsuits preserving the right to ride in 

the oldest national park, Yellowstone – to assure the 
precedent set there is one of inclusion.

• ISMA has sponsored scientific studies that have 
proven no detrimental effects of snowmobiling on 
soil, vegetation, or wildlife.

• ISMA continually sponsors economic impact 
studies to show the importance of winter recreation 
to towns, counties, and states in the snow-belt 
region.

• The manufacturers continue to develop snowmo-
bile engines that are clean. New snowmobiles have 
EPA certified engines, which insure clean air and 
water and healthy recreation.

• Sound levels and emission levels continue to de-
cline in snowmobiles with new state-of-the-art exhaust 
and related sound systems. All snowmobiles pass a 
rigorous set of safety tests - including sound and emis-
sion testing. The tests are conducted by a recognized 
independent third-party testing laboratory.

• ACSA and CCSO, with support from ISMA, 
organize a Fly-In every year to Washington DC and 
numerous receptions in Ottawa to personally visit the 
law makers and Ministers from snowmobiling states 
and provinces – reminding them of the importance of 
snowmobiling and giving them updates on snowmo-
biling activities in their states and provinces. 

While the manufacturers play an important role, 
our sport is dependent on volunteers to make it work. 
ISMA encourages all snowmobilers to support the 
sport in some small way whenever possible – no mat-
ter if you live in Alberta, Colorado, New Brunswick or 
New York, there are many other snowmobilers volun-
teering on your behalf. Make your voice heard too by 
joining a local snowmobile club, a State or Provincial 
Association, and ACSA or CCSO – even if you can 
only contribute with your dollars. It all truly helps. 


